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Martis x die Aprilis, 1716. 
Annoque R. R. Geor.cnh, 
Magnæ Britanniz, Oc. 
Secundo. 


T is ved rd, That the Tha ale of this 
Court be 8e, to the Right Reverend 
Father in God Mi liam Lord Biſhop of Car- 
lile, for the Sermon Preached before this 
Court and the Governours of the ſeveral Hoſ- 
paitals of this City, at the Pariſh-Church of 
St. Bridget; On Munday in Eaſter Week laſt; 
and that he be deſired to Print the ſame. 
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RIGHT Ho N OUR ABE 
THE 


Court of ALDERMEN, 


Sheriff, Recorder, and Governours | 


Of the W nt 


| Hoſpitals in the Gy of LON DON; 


St. BRIDGET" Church 


 Eofter-Munday, April 2 2. 1716. 
By the Right Reverend Father in God, . — 


Lord Biſhop of CaxLILE, and Lord, Almoner 
to His MAJESTY: 1 AE . 
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Printed by, H. Clark, for TimoTHy Catup- 
at the Mhite-Hl. 77 in St. Paul's Churcli- 
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For by Grace are ye ſaved, through Faith; 
and that not of your ſelves; It is the 
Gift of God: Not of Works, leſt an 
— Jhould boaſt. f . 


— — 
— 


WR N E of the moſt notable 
wr el and diſtinguiſhing Arti- 


ell Real cles of our ( Eftabliſh'd ) 
BR Fri Church is the E- 
leventh; wherein we declare our 
ſelves to be accounted Righteous before 
God, only for the Merit of our Lord 
and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, by Faith; 
and not for our own Works, or Deſerv- 
ings : And that therefore, our being, 
Juſtiſ) d by Faith only is a moſt wholſome. 
x | Doctrine, 


85 44.36 
Hockrine, and very full of Comfort. If 
the Reader thinks this a too conciſe Re- 
_ preſentation of our Doctrine on this 
Head, the Article refers him to the 
Book of Homilies; where, it tells him, 
he will be ſure to find this Poſition 
more largely expreſs'd : And fo in- 
deed it is, in ſeveral excellent Diſ- 
courſes on Salvation, Faith and Good 
Works, In Oppoſition to this part of 
our Catholick Faith, the Members of 
the preſent Church of Rome are taught 
to believe, That, tho' Evangelical 
Righteouſneſs has its firſt beginning 
in Grace, yet 'tis increaſed and per- 


fected by our Good Works ; which are 


truly Meritorious of Life Everlaſting. 

Here's that true Stumbling Block, and 
chief Rock of Offence, which gave Birth 
to our happy Reformation: When an 
inexhauſtible Freaſure of Merit was 
pretended to have been long fince de- 
poſited in the Church, and was now 
graciouſly offer'd in Retail (in Par- 
dons and Indulgences of all manner of 

Prices) 


e 

prices) to ſuch as wanted Merit of 
their own, and were therefore to he 
furniſh'd out of this General Maga- il 
zine of the Saints. Under what Vaſſa- bl 
lage muſt we ſuppoſe the —— = | 


Faculties of Men to be, that could bt 

thus deluded ? Did ever any of the 
Holy Men of Old, the Primitive Mar- 

tyrs and Confeſſors, pretend to Works | 
of Supererogation ? Was it in the | 
ſtrength of theſe, that Abel offer d unto | 
God a more acceptable Sacrifice than 1 
Cain? Or was it not rather td Tail, 
as our Great Apoſtle has more truly | 
ſtated the Caſe, that both He and al | 
the following Patriarchs,and Prophets, 
wrought Righteouſneſs and obtain'd pro- | 
miſes? To this Cloud of Witneſſes, this M 
Army of Martyrs, this Band of Cham- | 
pions, who ſo earneſtly (before us) | 
contended for the Faith once deliver d to ||| 
the Saints; give me leave to add (that © | 
great Example of Humane Patience) | 
the Righteous Fob : Of whom the 
 All-wite Searcher of the Eearts Himſelf 


was 


IM 
Was pleaſed to give this high Chara. 

der, That he was truly His Servant; 

that there was none like him in the Earth, 


a perfect and an uprigbt man, one that 
feared Ged and eſchewed Evil. Never 
was any one under greater Tempta- 
tions, than this Holy Perſon was, of 
valuing himſelf, upon his Integrity: 
And yet he's infinitely far from any 
| ſuch ſwelling and Iofty Behaviour, 


— czczt <3 = ©9127 w I 


| Let us hear his own Teſtimony. We || 
: 


I not anſwer,;. but I would make Suppli- 
cation to ny ſudge. If 1 ſpeakof Strength, 
hat ig ſtrong: And, if of Judgment, who 
Hull ſet me a time to plead? If I juſtify 
mm ſelf, mine own mouth ſball condemn 
| me If I ſay I am perfect, it Hall prove 
nie perverſe. 
In our Goſpel-Hiſtory we read of 
@ Pharifee's Vaunting himſelf, even be- 
if fore the Altar of his God, of the 
' Extraordinary Merit of his Faſting 
twice 
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twice in the Week, his due payment of 
Tythes -and other Good Works : Put we 
are no where told that any of our Lord's 

Diſciples, or Followers, exalted and mag- 
nifed themſelves in like manner. St. Paul, 
we know, was a Phariſee, and the Son of 
a Phariſee ; and we know, likewiſe that 
(before his miraculous Con verſion in the 
way to Damaſcus) he verily thought with 
himſelf that he ought to do many things con- 
trary to the Name of Je fus of Nazareth : But 
when that ſame Jeſus had firſt compaſſio- 
nately open d his Eyes, and afterwards 
ſent him to open the Eyes of the Gentiles, 
that they alſo might have an Inheritance a- 
mon ft them which are ſanfify'd by Faith in 
Him; the Pharifaical Doctrine of Merit 
ceas d with him; and he was thoroughly 
convinced that all the Righteouſneſs {even | 
the moft conſummate) which could be at? 
tain'd to under the Law, was only, as the || 
Prophet had obſerv'd of it, a filthy Rag, 
full of Corruption and Uncleanneſs, He 
now faw clearly, that in Chriſt his Savi- 
our alone (who had thus call'd him) 
he hai Redemf tion through his Blood, the 

Mil bad B Fer- 


* 10 * 
Forgivereſs of bis Sins; according to the 
Riches of bis Grace: Or, as he words it 
here in the Text, That by Grace he was 
ſaved, through Foith:: and That not of Him- 
ſelf It was the Gift of God. From e 
we are to learn. N 


& That Salvation, or that B 
Inheritance of Life which we look 
for after a Temporal Death, is a 
Gracious Free- Gift of God. het © 
by Grace that we arc Javeh: . 


II. The only Means, on our part, Ws 


the Acquiring of this Ha pie d is 
Faith. TE 


im. ur: own Works, be they. never 


ſo Good (never fo Righteous) in the 


Eſteem of our ſelves or our Fellow- 
Chriſtians, are of no Efficacy. Tis 

not of our ſelves : Not of Works, left 
any Man ſhould boaſt. 


I. The Text teaches us that our Sal- 
vation,the Everlaſting Inheritance of Life 
and Glory, into which we hope to be ad- 


mitted. 


E tm eg © © & ee 1535 
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mitted thro' the Gate of a Temporal | 


Death, is a Gracious Free-Gift : For tis 


by Grace that we are ſaved. The helpleſs 
Gentile could no more have gotten poſſeſſi- 
on of the Heavenly Canaan, than the fee- 
ble Few did of the Earthly, by his own 
Sword or Power; nor could his own Arm 
have ſaved bim: But the Victory, which 
we have now obtain'd over Sin, the 
World, and the Devil, is entirely owing 
to the Man of God's own Right-Hand, 
and bis Arm, and the light of his Counte- 
nance ; and on no other diſeoverable Con- 
fideration than this; becauſe he had a Fa- 
vour unto us, O the Depth of the Riches 
of ſuch a Mercy; wherein God bas con- 
cluded all in Unbelief, with this fingle en- 
dearing View, That he might have Mercy 
upon all ! No other Hand, but that of the 
Almighty Himſelf, cou'd have refcu'd us 
from that dark State of Bondage, to Sin 
and Satan, into which we were plung ; 
nor could our Ranſome any otherwiſe 
have been purchas'd than by the Blood 
of an Immaculate Lamb, ſlain for us from 
the beginning of the Vorll. Our wretched 

"nh, B 2 Can- 


| 
' 
| 
| 
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Condition was, in all humane Apeits 


ance; ue de and irretrievable; and 


it N have continu'd ſo for ever, had 


not Omnipotence it ſelf wrought a mighty 


Salvation foo us, had not the Bleſſed Jeſus) 


(very God of very God) offer'd his own 


Perſon in Sacrifice for. our Sins. Twas 
He alone that was capable of treading 
the Wine-preſs of his Father's Vengeance; 


and ſucking up the very Dregs of that 
terrible Cup of Fury which was prepared 


for ns. All the other Sons of Men had fin- 


ned; and the Sacrifices of the Wicked 
were, and ever will be, an OY 


unto the Lord; Twas by him alone, 
whom he was well pleas d, that the Fax 
ther could poſſibly reconcile us to him- 


ſelf; and therefore it was that he made 


e to become Sin for us, who hnew no Sin, 


that we might be made the Wer e 5 


God in him. 
But, Hou the Righteouſneſs of God? wW hy. 
Even by our Saviour's Righteouſneſs be- 
coming our own; inaſmuch as our late 


offended Father i is now graciouſly pleas d 


to ho 2s us alſo, on the Account of our 
5 | Lord) 8 


46 
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I Righteous before him. Lwus for this 
obliging purpoſe (as St. Peter has ob- 


body on the trae, that we (being dead unto 
Sin) ſhould live unto Righteouſneſs; and 
that by His ſtripes we might be healed. What 
an amazing Complication of Benefits do 
I here ſee in the great Myſtery of my Re- 
demption? Through the perfect Obedi- 
ence of Chriſt my Redeemer, imputed to 
me, I find Acceptance with G 
thro' the like Imputation of his Agonies 


and Death, my Sins are pardon d: 1 


ſhall not die, but live. How ineffable is 
this Tranſcendent Goodneſs of my Al- 
mighty Benefactor? There is now no 
manner of Condemnation to them which are 
in Chriſt Jeſus ; who walk not after the Fleſh, 
but after the Spirit : For the Law 7 the 


Spirit of Life, which was in Chriſt eſus, 3 
bath made us Free from the Law of Jin and || 


death. r 
- That the Juſt and Glorious Lord of 
Heaven and Earth ſhould /h mercy unto 
Thouſands of them that love him, and keep 


bis 


Ti ds Zufferings and "Obedience, 28 | 
ſerv d) that Chriſt bare our Sins in bis on 


; And, 


(6140 3 

His Commandments, would have nothin; 
in it that looks aſtoniſhing : But to love 
2 finful World with ſuch a Fervency of 
Affection, as to give them his Only bevot. 
ten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him 
ould not periſh, but have everlaſting Life; 

That this Eternal Son ſhould be made 
Fleſh, and dwell amongſt; us, for no other 
End than that He might ſuffer for us in 
that Fleſß; That through death he fhould 
deſtroy hang that had the power of death (that 
ic, the Deve) an i deliver them who, t hrouab 
fear of of death, were all their Li fe-time fub- 
qect to Bondage; Theſe are Benefits of ſo 
Incomprehenſible a kind, that tis im- 
poſſible for us to conceive how they 
ſhould proceed from any other than that 
? :naeceſſible. Fountain. of Goodneſs and 
| Glory to which no Man can approach. 
| ?Tis the Lord himfelf who hath done 


theſe Great Things for us, whereof we 


i Tejoyce; and tis by bis Grace that we are 
ll Javed. 


In what Methods this 8 is 


ſhower'd down upon our Hearts, we 
who 


(Tit. 


are well inform'd by St. Faul; 


. 
(Tit, ii. 4, 3, He.) tells us; That after 
the binoneſs and love of God our Saviour to- 
vards man appeared, Not by. works of Rigb- 
teouſueſs which we Had done, but according to 
| his mer cy be ſaved US by the waſhing of Re- 
| generation, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt; 
ich ke ſbell on us abundantly through Teſus 
| Chriſt our Saviour; that, Being juſtified \by 
| his, Grace, we ſhould be made Hezrs accor- 
Aig to the hope of Eternal Life. Whence 
it appears that, by our Saviour's taking 
| upon him Our Nature, he has ( in an 
| Eminent manner) inveſted us with his 
| own'; and, by his being made the Syn of 

Man, has render'd us capable of being 
the adopted Song of God. Whilſt we 
were unrighteous, we could not inherit 
the Kingdom of God; but we are now 
Wafh'd, We are now Sancti fy d, We are 
now uſtify'd in the Name of. the Lord 
| Jeſus, Blefied, for ever Bleſſed, be that 
Holy Name! But, 57 247 4arty 


II. Tho' the Inheritance be the Gift of 
God, and transferr'd to us by Grace, yet 
there is {til} ſomewhat requir'd on our 


part 


—— 


eb | 

part (as a means of conveying the Bens/ 
ft to us, and preparing us for the due Re. 
ception thereof) and this is Faitb. By 
Grace we are ſaved, through Faith, © 


No Remedy to be had under the 


Soſpel-Diſpenſation, either in Relation 


to our Bodily or Spiritual Indiſpoſitions, 
without a firm Belief in the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of our Great Phyſitian. How 


often do we hear of our Lord's curing of 
Diſtempers with theſe comfortable Ad- 


dreſſes to the Patients, Ariſe; Go thy 
way; Go in Peace; Thy Faith hath ſaved 


. thee; Thy Faith hath made the whole, Kc. 


Nor was it poſſible in the Language of 
the New Covenant, to give any higher 


Character than our Saviour gave of the 


Recovery of his beloved Servant: I have 
not found fo great Faith, no mot in Iſrael. ' 
What ſort of Belief that is which the 
Scriptures have encourag'd us to call a 
Juſtifying Faith, the Homilies of our 
Church will beft inform an Engliſhman ; 
aud theſe wilt let him know that this 
Faith is not Idle, Unfruitful- or _— ; 
$31] ut 


I 


on this their Meſſ ah but becauſe of the 
* 


0235 * 
but Quick and. Lively, working by 
Charity: That *tis not. only the com- 
mon Belief of the Articles of our 
Creed; but alſo a firm Truſt and Con- 
fence. i in the Mercies of God, a ſted- 
faſt Hope of ;havi all Temporal and 
Eternal . him, through 
the Merits of. his Son our Saviour. 
Were it only : an Hiſtorical Faith in 
the Reveal'd Truths, of our Lord's 
Goſpel (tho' this alſo is neceſſary) it 
_ be far from producing the ek: 


red Effect. Such a Faith, as this, the 


Devils themſelves have :- For thus 
they believe, and tremble. I knom thee 
who thou art, the Holy One of God, ſays 
one of them : - and another BE Afi, 
ledges him to he the Son of the moſt 
High God: But both of theſe, being 
Conſcious that they had no Share in 


Him as a Redeemer, are afraid of his 


Coming (not to Save, for that they 
knew He could not do, but) to Tor- 
ment them. Amongſt the Chef Rulers 
of the Fews there were many that believ'd 


Pha- 


. 
Phariſees (ſays 5 wy they did not con- 
feſs bim, leſt they ſhould be put out of the 
Synagogue: For they loved the praiſe of 
Men, more than the praiſe of God. Their 
Faith was of the very ſame ſtamp with 
that of their Father the Devil already 
mention'd ; and the Works of their Fa- 
ther it would aſſuredly bring forth. For, 
How can they believe ('tis our Saviour's 
own unanſwerable Queſtion, Joh, v. 
44.) which receive honour one of ano- 
ther; and ſeek not that honour that cometh 
from God only? Thus Simon Magus him- 
ſelf bcliev'd alſo; and (on the Con- 
feſſion of that Faith, not according to 
| Knowledge) was baptiz'd, continu'd with 
Philip, and wonder d, beholding the Mi- 
aces and Signs that were | done. Yet ſo 
far was this Wretch from diſcerning the 
Grace of God and Gifts of the Spirit 
(which 1s the {ure and neverfailing Pro- 
perty of a Saving Faith) that he, as ig- 
norantly as impiouſly, deſir'd to pur- 
chaſe the Power of beſtowing the Holy 
Ghoſt, by the Impoſition of Hands ; 
and was therefore rightly obſerv'd (by 
| Ot, 


* 
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in the Bond of Iniquity. 

Io diſpatch - this Branch of the 
Text in as few Words as may be, 
that Faith which is productive of Juſti- 
hication and Salvation, is alſo pro- 
ductive of Good Works ; by which it is 
as certainly known and diſtinguiſhable, 


as a Tree is by its Fruit, This is the 


whole meaning of St. James's Expoſtu- 
lation, Chap. ii. v. 14. What does it pro- 


fit, my Brethren, if a Man ſay be has 


Faith, and hows. not Works © Can Faith, 
( that is, ſuch a Faith as this) ſave 
bim? No, doubtleſs, it cannot : For 


this is no more the Faith recommend- - 


ed in the Text, than that, which we 


have already mention'd as Attainable 


by Devils and Sorcerers. What St. James 


makes the concluding Inference from 


his whole Diſcourſe on this Subject, 
is what every good Chriſtian will for 


ever readily aflent to; That, as the 


Body without the Spirit 7 is dead, fo Faith 
without Works is dead alſo. How this 


6 1 18 


St. Peter) to be ſtill, far from a Juſtifi- 1 
ed State, In the Gall of Bitterneſs, and 


” ' aa 
* V —_ 
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” 
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TS ” 
is oppos'd, by any thing that St. Paul 
has advanc'd on the fame Head, is 
what I am not able to diſcern ; not- 
withſtanding the curious pains that 


have been taken to divide the Senti- 


ments of theſe two holy Apoſtles, and 
thereby to diffract the Church of Chriſt. 


Suffer me (for God and his Truth's 
ſake) to put the Queſtion, Walk they 
not in the ſame Spirit? Walk they not in 


the ſame Steps? What other Conſtructi- 
on can we reaſonably put on that Ad- 


vice given by St. Paul to his Son Ti- 


FUS ; This 15 4 faithful ſaying, and theſe 
things I will that thou affirm conſtantly, 


that they which have believ'd in God 


might be careful to maintain Good Works. 
The keeping of God's Commandments, 


Faith working by Love and a New 


Creature, are three ſuch inſeparable- 
Companions ; that St. Paul hath repre- 


| ſented them as one and the ſame thing: 


For thus he expreſſes himſelf, 1 Cor. 
vii. 19. Circumciſion is nothing, and 
Vncircumciſion is nothing; but the keeping 
of the Commandments of (7904, Gal, v. 6. 

In 


xy — 
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In Chriſt Jeſus, neither Circum ſicion avail- 
eth any thing nor Uncircumciſion; but 
Faith which worketh by Love, The ve- 
ry words which he repeats of a New 
Creature, Gal. vi. 15. If this will not 
ſatisfy, he 1s yet more open and expli- 
cit, Gal. ii. 20, 21. where, having 
hargely declared againſt founding his 
hopes of Salvation on the Works of the 
Law, he thus pathetically ſums up the 
whole Matter; The Life which I now 
live in the fleſh, I live by the Faith of the 
Son of God; who lowed me, and gave him- 
ſelf for me. I do not fruſtrate the Grace 
of God : For, if Righteouſneſs come by the 
Law, then Chriſt is dead in vain. In 
one word, Tis a dry and barren Faith 
which St. James condemns; and an 
active and fruitful Faith which St. Paul 
recommends : Both agreeing that no o- 
ther is Juſtifying and Saving, but that 
which is Manifeſt by its Works. 

How productive of ſuch Good Fruit 
the Faith of many late Inhabitants of this 
Great City has been (and what Room 
there ſtill remains for your planting on 
1 8 the 


(30) 
the. ſame Stock with them, and hoping, || | 
for the like happy Increaſe) will beſt ! 
appear from the Report of the preſent || | 
State of your ſeveral Hoſpitals and 
Nurſeries : Which, by the Bleſſing of 
God, are ſo many lively Monuments | 
of Reform'd Piety in the two laſt Cen- 

| 

( 

| 


turies; and loudly call on the now cur- 
rent Race of Citizens to be as their 
Fore-fathers, in this mighty Work of 
the Lord, continuing to build on their 
Foundations, and to furniſh out the like 
Stores of Food, Rayment and Religious 
Education, to thoſe that are yet in 


want. . 
1 Here the Report read. | 


Who is he now amongſt us, that 
baving this World's Good, and ſeeing |} « 
many of his Chriſtian Brethren have need, 

| ſhall dare to ſhut up his Compaſſion from 

them? Will any Man venture to do | 

this; and (at the ſame time) pretend 

to Faith in Chriſt, or the Love of God || | 
dwellinz in himſelf? The Spirit of 

Truth has branded that Perſon in the || | 
Fore- 
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Forchead with his proper Character of 4 
Lyar; and aſſigned this Irrefragable 
Reaſon for his ſo doing: Becauſe, He 


that loves not his brother, whom be bath | 
ſeen, will never (can never.) love God who 


be hath not ſeen: And, He that, has 
Faith enough to remove Mountains, 
and has not Charity, iS nothing. 175 
ſtead therefore of ruſhing into ſuch 


damnable Inſolence, Let ur (as we are 


Men and Chriſtians) Hold faſt the Pro- 
fe eſſzon of our Faith . without wadering; 3 


Conf? idering one another, to provoke unto 
Lowe, and to Good Works : With this 
fi ingle Reſtriction, Which! is s the 


III and Laſt Particular which the 
Text offers to our Thoughts, That our 
own Works, be they never ſo ſeem- 
ingly Good 1 never ſo Righteous) in 
the Eſteem of our ſelves or our Fellow- 
Chriſtians, are not (in their own Na- 


ture) of any ſort of Efficacy towards 


the Attainment of Everlaſting Salvation - 


which never can be had otherwiſe than 


by Grace, through Faith, Salvation will 


ever 


| 


N 4 
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ever be, as bach Juſtification and Sancti 


fication are, the Gift of God : Not of 
Works, left any Man ſhould boaſt. To 
ſay that theſe are Meritorious, is all one 
as to affirm, That they : of naturally 
* and according to the Eternal Rules 
of Right and Wrong) claim a Recom- 
pence at God's Hand; ſo as that it 


would be Injuſtice in Him to with. 
hold it. Whereas, in Truth, our beſt 
Actions, thoſe that are moſt exprellive 


of Obedience and Gratitude, as Acts 


of Charity certainly are, would be due 
upon the Account of our preſent Being 
and the Enjoyments of this Life; and 
would be a Debr, owing to our Great 
Creator and preſerver, though no ſuch 
Perſon as a Saviour had ever appeared 
for us in the Fleſh, Our future Crown 
of Glory is indeed (by our Lord him. 
ſelf, Mat. v. 12.) call'd a Great Re- 
15 5 and the Apoſtle (Col. iti. 24.) 
ſtiles it the Reward of the Inberitance: | 
But, ſtill, this ſame Reward comes to 


us by Promiſe, and this Inheritance by 
Adoption; Which ( as the Men of 1 — 


will 


, - 


f 6.250 
will inforin us) brings an Eſtate by 
Gift, and not by — or Purchaſe. 


The: Parable, Of the Labourers and 


their Hire, ſhews evidently-that the Re- 
compence (which we look for hereat- 


ter) is purely Voluntary; and that 


there neither is, nor can be, any ſort 


of Proportion ein our Works, Fi- 


nite and Imperfective as they are, and 
an Eternity of Bliſs. It ever was, and 
ever will be, the Guiſe of Uncharitable 
Misbelievers to boaſt of (and overvalue) 
their own Labours ; and to murmur 4. 
gainſt the Good Mar of the houſe, if their 


bearing of the burthen and the heat of tbe. 


day meet not with what they reckon- a 


table Reward: But he that's Reli- 


giouſly Wiſe and Juſt; in himſelf, will 


acknowledge that it is Lamful for every 


one to do what be will with his own; nd 
the Meek and Humble Chriſtian will 
not ſuffer his Eye to be Evil, becauſe 
his Lord and Maſter is Good. 

They that are truly Righteous will 
be moſt aware of magnify ing (what the 
World calls) their Good Deeds; And: 

| D thoſe 
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thoſe that thus humble Ga 11 
the likelieſt way to be Exalted. Lord, 
when ſaw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? 
Or thirſty, and gave oo drink Far we 
are we from imagining, that what we 
did for ſome of the leaſt of thy Brethren, 
ſhould meet with ſuch Acceptance as. to 
be reckon d done unto thy ſel . 
And yet, tho" our own Obedience 1s 
hon capable of meriting the Excellency 
of that Reward: which our Saviours has 
purchas d for us, we muſt not forget 
that this alſo is neceſſary; For without 
Holineſs no man ſhall ſee God, and we are 
commanded to work out our own Salvati- 
on with fear aud trembling. As Men are 
Holy, -or Wicked, here; fo ſhall they 
be Happy, or Miſerable, hereafter: 
For Golpel-Obedience is our part of 
the New Covenant of Grace, whereby 
(thro' the Merits and Mediation of 4 
Crucify'd Saviour, and the Promiſes of 
his Father and ours, and no otherwiſe) 
we are Entituled to a Reward in Glory. 
If our Expedctations are thus Foun- 
ded; upon the Promiſes of God made 


to 


Such a dari 


(mn) | 
to us in his Son, there can be no room 
for the Doctrine of Merit in our ſelves; 


ſince none can be ſaid to deſerve what 


either entirely depends upon the De- 
ſerts of another, or the Gmeious and 
Free- Will of the Donor himſelf. But, 


ſuppoling what never can, without the 


higheſt Impiety and Inſolence, be ſup- 
pos d) that we were in due Circum- 


— to Bargain and Indenture with 


the Almighty, without the Intermedi- 
ation of a Sponſor or Bondſman; will 
any of us be able to averr, That he has 
(of himſelf, and by his own exact Obe- 
dience) firictly and punctually perform- 
ed All the ſtipulated Conditions of 
ſuch a Contract on his own part, and 
is by Conſequence juſtly entituled to 
the like. performance on his Makers? 
and damnable Arrogance - 
as this be far from us! The moſt du- 
tiful of us _— with Shame and Con- 
fuſion of Face, "allow. that we ape un- 
clean, we are unclean ; That, if the Ful- 
filling of the Law and the Conſtant 
ane, of my s Commandments 
An To 206708 


ſent Caſe, in Reference 
conciliation to God in Chriff Jeſus: 


A 
% 


(8) 


te the only Means of opening unto us 


an Entrance into Life, the Gate is ſtill 


- ſhut againſt! us; That no ſuch Un- 


blemiſh'd Godlineſs hath been practis'd 
by us, as hath the Promiſe f this Life 
and that which is to come; And that 
none of us have reſiſted or endured 


- Temptations, when we were try d in ſuch 


a manner, as to ſecure our Claim to 
that Crown of Life whith the Lord (the 
Righteous —— hath promis d to them 
that per ealy love him. Upon the 


whole, without Good Works (the ne- 


ceſſary Effects of a Lively Faith) we 
cannot be ſaved; Nor, without the 


_ concurring Grace of God and Merits 


of our Saviour, can we be ſaved with 
them : Weare Rill Unrofitable Servants. 
Thus then ſtands the State of our pre- 
to our Re- 


Thro' the Sacrifice of Himſelt once 


offer d, He has made a full, perfect 


and flicent Satisfaction for thie Sins 
of the whole World; nor have we 
any thing more to do, than to take 


Polen of this ineftimable Purchaſe 


(which 


6 
: 
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as the Mild and Gracious Spirit of 


R 
(29 


n * * 
* 
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(which He thus made for us) by a Live: 


ly and Fruitful Faith. Our Original 
Sin is entirely waſh'd away by the La- 
ver of Regeneration, our being Baptiz'd 
into His Death; and, for the Pardon 
of our Actual Tranſgreſſions, we have 
Him ever alſo a powerful Advocate with 
the Father,” Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, 
who was made a Propitiation for theſe 
as well as our other Sins. 
And has not our Church theg very 
juſt and undeniable Reaſon to declare 
this Doctrine (of Juſtification by Faith 
only) to be moſt wholſome and full of 
Comfort? The Terms of Salvation un- 
der the Goſpel Covenant are certainly 
the moſt eaſy Toke, the lighteſt Burden, 
that ever was put on the Necks of any 
People, who'defire to live under the 
Advantages of a Religious Admini- 
ſtration. The Rule of the Old Law 
was, Do this, and thou ſhalt live; but 
with this heavy Limitation, Whoſoever 
ſhall keep the greateſt Number of the 
Precepts of the whole Law, and Jet off 
: Where- 


in one point, he is guilty of all 


gur 
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that be it . ſhall. never di 
1 bot cel e 5 aud t; will E 
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git eh 15 am, and for —ĩ—. 
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{ports „what Extafies, . off Je 
uld ſuch ce { 

ragements) as theſe iny 
us? And yet (alaſs“) hew apt gare 
ough the Natura] uttons of our 
depraved Wills, to renqunce our Inhe- 

0 in theſe Heaven y {Manſions ; 


Ba: 1 return to r M in the 


8 Conchode, 3 5 nov 4 
Nh rear Numbers of aer nfants; 
ape for a tho- 

1 in the Doctrines of 
= truly Reform ). Chriſtian Faith 
ch has now been preach d. Ha appy 
1 you and they be, if you bring 
up (in this Nurture of out Lord's 
with ſuch humble Reliance 
an his: future Mercies, as that Goſpel 


Wo requires : 


— 


1 
* 


5 (21) " Ne 1 
wires * ut, you ire” never pes a 

3 Danger of falling into a * 
ſtructive Relapſe, as when (for ſome 
time) you have been duly manifeſting 
your Paith by your Works; and givin 
the moſt viſible! Proofs. of your ruſt 
in the Bleſſed Jeſus, by your dag | 
and feeding Him in (his Brethren) the 
diſtreſs'd Members of His Catholie 
Church. Whilſt your Foundations ap- 
pear to be thus upon a! Rock, and ye 
yourſelves: are moſt apt to think that 
e ſtand, the greateſt "Cauſe have you 


to'fake heed le e 1 to beware that 


ye de wot your Ahn ; before men, out of 


4 Phariſaical vhepbſe of being ſeen and 
applauded. The Light of your Cha- 


rity ma y, and eught, ſo far to ſhine be. 
fare men, as that they may ſee your oof 
works; and thence take occaſion to gl 

riſte your! Father u hilh i. in fn 
wo Faith in 'his Son) has given 
fis unto mon, as that without any 

= of the Hypoetite's Hire) they 
can chearfully any ther: Bread pon 
the Waters t, fer His ſake alone, ' 
who ſhed "his Blood for them, they 


can 


53 ( #' 32 ) at i 2 IM ve © 
can readily (with the like Bowels 


1 
Merey) have Compaſſion on their Fellow. 
Servant, even as Chriſt their Saviour 
had | Compaſſion: on them, If with this 
View (and this only) ye now feed 
| theſe Babes in Chriſt, the little Child 
ren of his Kingdom, with the Sincere 
Milk of his word, ye ſhall lay up in ſtore 
for your ſelves a good Foundation againſt 
the time to come, that ye may attain 
Eternal Life; ye ſhall fulfil the Apo- 
ſtle's Command, By miniſtring the ſame 
Gifts one to another as ye have receiv d 
them, and as good Stewards of the mani- 
fold-Grace of God. Whereas, if ye do- 
theſe. your Good Deeds in a Sinful 
Queſt of Popular Fame, and that ye 
may have honour one of another, ye are- 
only heaping up Wrath againſt the Day of 
Wrath; and, under pretence of ſtrength- 
ning the Reformation, falling back 
into the moſt Anti- Chriſtian Doctrine 
of Merit, the very Dregs and Sink of 
Popery: From which may the Almigh» 
ty (in his great Goodneſs) evermore 
Cleanſe and Defend His Church?! 
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